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in a lawless community, is foolish enough ^to parade
his wealth by depositing it in some public institution
of which the custodian is a gossip ? Certainly not the
Egyptian, and the business of the new Savings Banks
languished. Presently the word was passed discreetly
round provincial authorities, that the advantages of
the scheme must be brought home to cultivators.
But, in Egypt, advice from exalted personages to their
inferiors frequently reaches the latter in the form of
an order, and later the strange spectacle was witnessed
of improvident fellahin hurriedly borrowing money at
9 per cent, from one quarter, to deposit it in a second
which offered no more than a third of that rate.
Although Lord Kitchener kept his own counsel,
it was evident from many indications that he would
not continue the support which his predecessor had
afforded to the Khedive, and the relations between
the Palace and the Agency drifted slowly back to the
point where Lord Cromer had left them. The fault
lay with the Khedive, who seemed to take the same
perverse delight in provoking Kitchener as he had in
irritating Cromer. Lord Kitchener stood the trial
of His Highness's vagaries for some time; but in
the winter of 1913-14 his forbearance was coming
to an end. The Khedive paid no attention either
to admonition or remonstrance. He continued to
surround himself with parasites of disreputable ante-
cedents, and to indulge in ill-advised actions.1 Lord
Kitchener was more fortunate in the Council of
Ministers. Adepts in the art of sitting astride a fence,
they succeeded in satisfying the whims of the Khedive
and the instructions of the Agency upon the business
of the State. -Kitchener had no desire to restrict the
personal privileges and authority of Ministers, but
1 His attempt to sell the Mariut railway, a line of some strategical
importance running through Egyptian territory, to a group of foreign
capitalists was one instance in point.

